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Since retiring as Professor of Psychiatry in 2010, Dimsdale has been 

co-author of 93 published papers on medical psychology. Following 

his retirement, he was able to dedicate time to his deep interest in the 

history of medicine. In 2016, his book Anatomy of Malice: The 

Anatomy of the Nazi War Criminals, based on psychiatric 

examinations of defendants tried and convicted at Nuremberg, 

appeared from the Yale University Press. It received highly favorable 

reviews and has been translated into seven other languages.  

For many years he worked on the edition that appeared in 2013 of the Diagnostic and Statistical 

Manual (DSM) – the standard professional psychiatric sourcebook. From 2012 to 2013 he 

chaired the Council on Psychosomatic Medicine of the American Psychiatric Association. From 

2013 to 2016, he was Editor at Large of the Journal of Psychosomatic Medicine and continues to 

serve on the editorial board of UptoDate, one of the most influential medical textbooks.  

 

At UCSD, he served from 2009 to 2018 as founding director of UCSD’s KL2 program, which 

supported promising junior faculty through funding and mentoring. of September 2018, 92% of 

those mentored had gone on to become principal investigators and co-investigators, producing a 

total of 511 scholarly papers. Moreover, he is a member of the Curriculum Committee of 

UCSD’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute, was a member of the UCSD Library Advancement 

Board from 2011-2017 and review committee for Vice Chancellor Health Sciences, UCSD, and 

is currently a member of the Joint Benefits Committee of CUCEA and CUCRA. Dimsdale 

continues to lecture extensively in psychiatry here at UCSD, and at many other academic 

institutions, across the nation and the globe, such as Germany and South Korea.  
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